LIMITATIONS ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY

new law or to adopt measures of publicity
wilich would enable the public to see that their
business was being conducted along right lines.
In this way, after a time, the law which was
at first permissive in its nature, might gradu-
ally come to have upon its side so strong a
pressure of public sentiment that it could be
made compulsory and applicable to all cor-
porations that it was desirable to have thus
affected.

The whole question of compromise in legis-
lation, which has awakened much controversy
at times among moralists as well as among
students of politics, may be summed up in a
few words. In promoting legislation one
should always be sure that his aim and his
principles are right. Then as a compromise
he may choose the time and the place and
within reason the means and the methods for
bringing about immediate results, and he
should be cautious not to attempt to go too
fast.

But aside from the limitations upon legis-
lative activity to be found in the active wishes